
[image: image1.png]N

GLOBAL




	Program Goal
	To provide financial assistance towards biorisk management activities, which could include: laboratory upgrades, workshops and trainings, repairing or maintaining research equipment, or supplementing existing research activities. 

	Application Opens
	June 15, 2015 

	Application Deadline 
	August 1, 2015

	Who Should Apply
	Institutions and laboratory facilities in Ukraine, including veterinary and public health facilities, diagnostic laboratories, research institutions, and hospitals. 

	Evaluation Criteria
	· Biosecurity/Biosafety Impact
· Quality and Feasibility of the Project Implementation Plan
· Sustainability Potential
· Budget Relevance
· Clarity and Completeness of Application

	Award Amount
	Each selected application will be awarded a maximum of $15,000 USD for a maximum of six months of work.

	What do I need to Apply
	The following documents must be completed (in English): 

1) Biorisk Assessment Questionnaire (http://www.crdfglobal.org/docs/default-source/files/biorisk-management-questionnaire.pdf?sfvrsn=0) to help you identify gaps/needs in your institution’s current biorisk management practices;

2) Proposal File (LINK) to address gaps/needs identified in above questionnaire;

3) Letter of Support (LOS) signed by the head of your institution;
4) Compilation of Curriculum Vitaes (CVs) of all team members who will be involved in the proposed project.
These documents must be completed, saved and uploaded to the electronic proposal submission site. 

	Where to Apply
	All applications (& above mentioned 4 supporting documents) must be submitted through our online Electronic Proposal Submission site here: 
https://proposals.crdfglobal.org/ukrainebmeg2015


	Decision Announcement
	All applicants will be notified of CRDF Global’s decision by e-mail no later than October 1, 2015. 


Please e-mail ukrainebmeg@crdfglobal.org with any questions.

Program Overview

The Biorisk Management Enhancement Grant (BMEG) competition program aims to improve biosecurity, biosafety and biorisk management procedures and knowledge. It strives to increase biorisk management awareness and its importance in safeguarding science in the Ukraine. 
Grant awards, each up to $15,000 USD, will be made in support of projects that must be completed within six months from the date a project agreement is signed.
The grant competition program will be managed by CRDF Global, an independent non-profit organization that promotes international scientific and technical collaboration. The applications will be received and reviewed by a panel of experts. CRDF Global will announce the final proposal funding decision.
Program Goals & Priorities
The primary goal of the program is to provide financial assistance for biosecurity and biosafety improvements, such as laboratory security upgrades and biorisk management training at biocontainment facilities in Ukraine. 

Proposals may cover a range of areas relevant to biorisk management and should include elements of biosecurity. Applicants will be expected to demonstrate that their proposal will improve their institute’s current biorisk management in compliance with international biosecurity and biosafety frameworks such as the CEN Workshop Agreement (CWA). 
Evaluation Criteria 

1. Biosecurity/Biosafety Impact: Will the project result in new knowledge of biosecurity practices, improve the physical security of the facility or institute, and/or increase knowledge of biosafety practices? How will the project result in new or improved biorisk management awareness? 
2. Quality and Feasibility of the Project Plan: How practical is the project’s management plan? Are adequate financial and technical resources requested to complete this plan? Can this project be successfully implemented within a three month timeframe? Does the proposed project address gaps/needs identified in the biorisk assessment questionnaire? 
3. Sustainability Potential: How sustainable are the projects goals? How will success be determined? What are the long-term impacts on the biorisk management at the respective institution? 
4. Budget Relevance: Is the budget reasonable, clear and justified for the project? 
5. Clarity and Completeness of the Application: Does the application clearly answer all questions and provide all information in the application? Is the Institute Letter of Support included? Are CVs from each team member provided? 
Online Application Instructions & Requirements

· The site will begin accepting applications on June 15, 2015. Proposals should be submitted no later than August 1, 2015. 

· All proposals must be submitted in English electronically through CRDF Global’s Electronic Proposal Submission (EPS) site. Only proposals submitted through the EPS will be considered.
· Each proposal should have one person as the primary applicant (PA), and must be accompanied by a Letter of Support from the institute. 

The EPS process must be completed in one session. Individual parts of the application cannot be submitted at different times, nor saved for continuation at a later time. Please allow at least 1.5 hours of internet access to complete all parts of the application and upload the required files. The Project Proposal form and the Biorisk Management Questionnaire can be found on the EPS site: https://proposals.crdfglobal.org/ukrainebmeg2015

· Before beginning the electronic application, each applicant should complete the following four files. The EPS application will ask that you upload these files when submitting your application: 

1) BIORISK MANAGEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE: This is a four-page questionnaire about the current biorisk management status at your institution. It is designed to help you identify gaps/needs in your current biorisk management practices. Please fill out the questionnaire completely and to the best of your ability. Completion of the questionnaire is mandatory. This document must be completed, saved to your computer and uploaded to the Electronic proposal submission (EPS) site when prompted. 
2) Project Proposal: Applicants must use the project proposal template that can be found on the EPS site as provided above. Applicants must complete all of the following sections:

A. General Project Information: Please provide all required information. This information will need to be entered again during the electronic proposal submission process. 
B. Project Proposal Details: All sections in the online application form should be complete and relevant to the following section headings: 

· Project Description
· Project Impact on Biorisk Management
· Expected Outcome and Sustainability Potential
· Supporting Documentation
C. Proposed Timeline: List tasks and timeline in this section. Projects will be supported up to six months from the date on which the agreement is signed. 

D. Project Budget: A complete budget in U.S. Dollars (USD) for the entire award period must be submitted using the provided template. Explanation for the budget line items should be provided in the Explanation/Narrative column of the template. Applicants should specifically: 

· Itemize all equipment, supplies and services with per unit costs; 

· Justify in detail, requested equipment items with a value over $1,000 USD;

· Describe all travel costs (per diem rates, lodging, airfare), including which team members are traveling and the purpose for travel
3) Institute Letter of Support (LoS): This letter must reference the proposed project title and be on official institution letterhead. It must have the signature of the head of your institute. The letter must be in English. 
4) CURRICULUM VITAE (CV) FILE: The CVs of all team members involved in the project should be compiled into a single document and uploaded when prompted by the EPS system. The CVs must be in English and must include each individual’s name, title, educational background, current and previous institutional affiliations with dates, area of expertise, and his or her scientific publications of relevance to the project. 
Once an application has been electronically submitted to CRDF Global, an e-mail message confirming receipt of the submission will be sent to the applicant and the head of the institute. Please check to make sure you have put in the correct email addresses.  The proposal will then be forwarded to CRDF Global to review for completeness and eligibility. CRDF Global will contact the applicant by e-mail with any questions on the proposal. A panel of experts will review the applications. CRDF Global will contact all applicants with a final decision. 
Once the proposals are chosen for funding, CRDF Global will work with the primary applicant (PA) to develop detailed scope and budget for a grant agreement. 

CRDF Global reserves the right to cancel the grant agreement in case of any changes to the original proposal including changes to personnel, primary applicant, budget or scope. 

The selected applicants will have to complete a biorisk assessment form again at the end of the project as well as provide reports as part of the project deliverables. 
Additional Information and Support
1. Conflict of Interest: CRDF Global requires that all applicants and teams adhere to the highest ethical standards on all matters related to CRDF Global awards. CRDF Global’s conflict of interest guidelines can be reviewed at: http://www.crdfglobal.org/focus-areas/research-partnerships/applicant-resources.
2. Confidentiality: CRDF Global assures confidentiality of all proposals’ material and will require all panelists and reviewers to respect the confidentially of proposals. Proposal authors should be aware that successful proposals will be treated as public information. Therefore, at the author’s direction, if there is specific information in the proposal that is business confidential and not intended for public dissemination, it should be clearly labeled as such.
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CRDF Global reserves the right to restrict the participation of any individual or institution in its programs. CRDF Global complies with all U.S. laws and regulations pertaining to export control and the participation of foreign nationals or institutions in its activities. It is the policy of CRDF Global not to conduct any transactions with U.S. restricted entities without appropriate authorization from the U.S. Government.
For questions send an e-mail to bmeg@crdfglobal.org

